
                

 

Speaker Roster (Preliminary) 

Quiet, Healthy Yards: A Regional Residential Workshop  

October 1, 2020, 7:00-8:30 pm 

 

Michelle Ciccolo is a State Representative who represents the 15th Middlesex District in 
the Massachusetts House of Representatives. She represents the towns of Lexington, 
and Woburn and has a special interest in environment and sustainability. She is former 
member and vice-chair of the Town of Lexington’s Board of Selectmen and formerly 
served on Massachusetts’ Green DOT Advisory Committee. 

 

Nick Afshartous, PhD is a member of the Lexington Noise Advisory Committee.  In this 
capacity he’s actively collaborating to address the health and environmental impact 
caused by noise. The committee’s current focus is on the impact of gas-powered leaf 
blowers.  Nick grew up in Lexington and has lived in town for most of his life. 
Professionally, he is a principal big data engineer in the Analytics and Reporting group at 
McGraw-Hill Education.    
 
 

  

Jamie Banks, PhD, MS is Founder and Executive Director of Quiet Communities, a 
nonprofit organization focused on reducing noise and related pollution from outdoor 
power equipment. She is a research scientist with a background in health outcomes and 
economics, environmental behavior, and policy. She is co-author of the Energy, 
Pollution, and Climate Change chapter of NOFA’s Organic Land Care Standards and 
chaired Lincoln’s committee on landscape maintenance. She holds Masters degrees 
from MIT and Dartmouth Medical School and a PhD from University of Kent, UK. 
 

 

George Carrette is Qwner and Operator of EcoQuiet Lawn Care, founded in 2014 and 
based in Concord, MA. EcoQuiet is a full-service landscaping and maintenance company 
that uses low noise, zero emissions electric equipment, people-powered tools, and 
organic practices. He founded EcoQuiet to reduce pollution and provide quiet, clean, 
sustainable, and healthy land care services. George studied horticulture at UMass 
Amherst Stockbridge School of Agriculture and is an AGZA-Certified service provider.    
 
 
 

 

David Cohen has been the Public Works Director for the Town of Wellesley since January 
2019.  Dave has been with the Town’s Public Works Department since 1995, serving as 
Management Analyst and Sr. Management Analyst from June 1995 through August 2013, 
and Assistant Director from August 2013 through January 2019.  Dave holds a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Policy Studies with a concentration in Energy and the Environment from 
Syracuse University and a Master’s degree in Public Administration from Framingham 
State University. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



                

 
 
 

 

Priscilla Hutt-Williams is the Founder of Pumpkin Brook Organic Gardening, a landscaping 
company providing specializing in skilled gardening, maintenance, design services and 
plant health care services in northwest suburban Boston. The company’s mission includes 
creating beauty with natural plant materials and respect the rights and health of 
employees, customers, and the environment. She is a founding member and past 
instructor with the Northeast Organic Farming Association’s Organic Land Care Program, 
annually training landscape professionals in organic garden care.  

 

Regina LaRocque, MD, MPH is an infectious disease specialist at Massachusetts General 
Hospital and Associate Professor of Medicine at Harvard Medical School. She has 
performed laboratory and clinical research for 15 years in the fields of travel medicine 
and enteric infections. She has authored more than 100 peer-reviewed publications and 
book chapters. She was elected to the Natural Resources Commission in Wellesley, 
Massachusetts in 2017. She is concerned about the impact of climate change on human 
health and the spread of infectious diseases. She has an MD from Duke University School 
of Medicine and an MPH from Harvard School of Public Health. 
 

 

Dan Mabe, Founder of the American Green Zone Alliance (AGZA), is on the forefront of 
clean technology equipment for a sustainable grounds maintenance industry. He has 
extensive experience and understanding of equipment and grounds maintenance 
operations. Before founding AGZA, he served as President of The Greenstation, an 
advanced electric lawn and garden equipment company. In 2008, he created the AGZA 
Green Zone® program to convert properties into low noise, zero-emission maintenance 
areas. AGZA is the first certification organization to train and certify professionals in 
advanced electric technologies and certified Green Zone creation.  
 

  

David Pinsonneault, CSFM, CPRP has been the Public Works Director for the Town of 
Lexington since March 2016.  David has been with the Town’s Public Works Department 
since October 2000 serving as Public Grounds Superintendent from October 2000 to 
January 2011 and then as Operations Manager from January 2011 to March 2016.  He 
has been working in Municipal Government since April 1990.  David holds a Bachelor of 
Science in Forestry from the University of New Hampshire. He is a Certified Sports Field 
Manager and a Certified Park and Recreation Professional.  David has served on many 
Boards and Committees for STMA, NESTMA, MA Tree Wardens, NE APWA and APWA.   
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